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The President (spoke in Spanish): 1 call to order the 1242nd plenary meeting of the 
Conference on Disarmament. We once again welcome Mr. Tokayev, Secretary-General of 
the Conference, to our meeting room. 


Let us move straight to the approval of the report. The draft report has been 
distributed, and in fact was provisionally approved at the informal consultations that we just 
held. 


I would like to give the floor to Ambassador Combrink, and also to congratulate him 
and express my appreciation on behalf of the whole Conference for the effort, mastery, 
talent and diplomatic skill he has shown in conducting the tasks assigned to him. He has 
been leading our work on behalf of the Cuban delegation, which holds the presidency, and 
on behalf of the South African delegation, willing as always to take on this task in the 
interest of disarmament and the successful conclusion of the work of the Conference this 
year. Although Ambassador Combrink will have an opportunity to express his own 
appreciation and speak in more detail about the intense informal negotiations held in room 
1 over the past few days with all the delegations concerned, I would also like to thank all 
those delegates and ambassadors who have worked so hard together, giving of their time 
and effort so that we can approve the report today. 


Without further ado, having paid him the tribute he deserves, I give the floor to 
Ambassador Combrink to present the results of his efforts. 


Mr. Combrink (South Africa): Thank you, Mr. President, for the kind words 
addressed to my delegation. I want to immediately note that this has been a team effort. 
Following my brief report and agreement at our last plenary meeting, on 13 September, 
interested delegations continued their consideration of the outstanding paragraphs of this 
draft report to the General Assembly at an informal consultation during the afternoon of 13 
September. With active participation and constructive proposals from a number of 
colleagues from across the different regional groups, I am glad to report that we were able 
to reach agreement on the outstanding paragraphs, which have now been incorporated into 
the draft report contained in CD/WP.568/Rev.1 and are reflected in paragraphs 5, 7, 15, 17 
and 23. 


During the course of the informal consultations, we worked with the understanding 
that the outstanding paragraphs would be treated as a package in order to accommodate the 
concerns of all delegations in a balanced manner. Delegates, consequently, understood that 
the reopening of one paragraph could affect the package as a whole. 


I therefore wish to express my appreciation for the flexibility and restraint shown by 
participants during the consultations, and also to acknowledge the constructive spirit that 
prevailed among delegations. While all participants have contributed to the final product, 
allow me to mention in particular the compromise texts proposed by, among others, the 
delegations of Australia, Brazil, Germany and Iran, which made it possible for us to reach 
consensus on the outstanding paragraphs. 


Like you, Mr. President, I also wish to acknowledge the assistance and valuable 
support provided by the secretariat. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): We congratulate you once again on the skill and 
commitment you have shown in all your endeavours. I also congratulate all those who have 
been working with you these past few days. 


I give the floor to the staff of the secretariat in case they need to make any comments 
at this plenary meeting. 


Mr. Sareva (Deputy Secretary-General of the Conference on Disarmament): Thank 
you, Mr. President. I really have nothing to add to what we just heard from the 
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representative of South Africa. During the informal meeting I mentioned that there were 
some minor editorial changes, and there will be additional editorial changes, simply to have 
all the t’s crossed and the commas and semicolons put in the right place. There is really 
nothing else to add to what we have just heard. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): On behalf of the Conference, we echo the 
congratulations expressed by Ambassador Combrink and by the various ambassadors who 
have served as President over the course of this year. I have no doubt that we would not 
have been able to accomplish what we have this year without the valuable contribution and 
commitment of the Conference’s secretariat. In any case, the secretariat is in no way 
responsible for the impasse in the substantive work of the Conference. 


On the contrary, substantive work has been carried out in the form of proposals. A 
clear and constant interest has been shown in contributing ideas and proposals, and, in 
particular, clear references have been made to the proposals put forward by our Secretary- 
General, Mr. Tokayev, who, ever since taking up his position, has been directly involved in 
revitalizing the work of the Conference. 


I reiterate this sentiment shared by the Conference as a whole and confirm it by 
expressing our appreciation for the work accomplished. 


The document has been distributed. We have approved it at an informal meeting, 
and the secretariat has explained the corrections that will be made to it based on the 
agreements reached at the informal meeting and all the contributions made by the 
delegations. It is my understanding that we are ready to approve the report that the 
Conference on Disarmament will submit to the United Nations General Assembly on its 
work in 2011. Are there any objections, any comments? If not, the document is approved. 


Before starting the second part of the meeting, which, as I have said, will represent 
the conclusion of our work, Ambassador Wang Qun of China, who also served a term as 
President this year, has asked to speak about the report. I see that the Ambassador of 
Germany is also requesting the floor. Now I am going to give the floor strictly for the 
purpose of speaking about the approval of the report. We already have a list of speakers 
who wish to make general comments about our work and the conclusion of the Conference, 
and at that time I will also make some important announcements about matters of which I 
believe the whole Conference should be aware. 


Right now I give the floor to those delegations in particular who have asked to speak 
regarding the current part of the meeting, namely the approval of the report. I give the floor 
first to the Ambassador of China, Mr. Wang Qun, who helped me greatly throughout the 
year to prepare for the moment when I would take up the presidency of the Conference. 


Mr. Wang Qun (China) (spoke in Chinese): Mr. President, first of all, not only 
would the Chinese delegation like to thank you for all the positive contributions you have 
made during your term as President, we would especially like to congratulate you because 
under your open, transparent, practical and highly effective leadership we have successfully 
adopted the report of the Conference today. Your knowledge of diplomacy and highly 
effective style of working have left a deep impression on us. We would also like to thank 
the delegation of South Africa for all its constructive efforts when, acting as facilitator, it 
held informal consultations to encourage agreement among the parties on this year’s annual 
report. 


Today is also the final day of the Conference. Looking back at the past year’s work, 
although the Conference did not achieve any outstanding accomplishments, it quietly and 
pragmatically carried out its work. All delegations showed increased willingness to 
promote the work of the Conference. Each member attending the formal plenary meetings 
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and the informal meetings demonstrated a serious, constructive attitude and made 
unremitting efforts to break the deadlock in the Conference as soon as possible. 


The Conference faces a critical juncture, and we hope that all parties will continue to 
show full confidence in the Conference, patience, true respect for each other’s concerns, 
and further creative thinking, and will, through dialogue and consultation, endeavour to 
begin substantive work on the various issues before the Conference as soon as possible at 
next year’s session. China is willing to do everything in its power, in cooperation with other 
delegations, to help the Conference move forward in its work. 


Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Ambassador Minty of South 
Africa, the new Swiss Ambassador for disarmament and the new Ambassador of Sri Lanka. 
I believe they will bring new vitality to the work of the Conference. I would also like to 
express my regret at the departure of the Japanese Ambassador for disarmament, Mr. Akio 
Suda, and I wish him and his family all the best. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Ambassador, I sincerely thank you for your 
words, but I think if I have shown any virtue it has simply been by facilitating the work of 
those such as you who are so knowledgeable about the work of the Conference. It would be 
disrespectful of me to compare myself with you and the many other ambassadors here, who 
have vast knowledge and long experience of examining documents in these meetings. It is I 
who am thankful for your support, your flexibility, your talent and above all your ability to 
help me perform my duties as President. 


I give the floor to the Ambassador of Germany. 


Mr. Hoffman (Germany): Mr. President, I am delighted that we managed to adopt 
the report, and I think we can congratulate ourselves on that. I am taking the floor because I 
attach importance to expressing my gratitude to you, Mr. President, and to the 
representative of South Africa, Michiel Combrink, for the excellent work done in helping 
us to finalize our report to the General Assembly. It has taken us many hours, but I believe 
it was worth it. The report reflects what is actually going on in the Conference by, inter alia, 
making extensive reference to the high-level meeting process and by, in that context, 
referring to a situation of “impasse” in the Conference. 


Now, endeavours to put such references into the report are not an academic exercise, 
or an exercise in sterile bureaucratic accuracy. I believe, on the contrary, that it is important 
to be as clear and precise as possible, in our report to the General Assembly, about the 
deadlock this Conference finds itself in, in order to help create the necessary momentum 
and political will to overcome this most unsatisfactory situation of impasse. 


Let me also express my thanks and appreciation for the, I would say, collegial, 
cooperative and civilized manner in which our sometimes difficult discussions were 
conducted, and that in spite of initial positions which were pretty far apart from one 
another. Finally, let me conclude by welcoming new colleagues and saying that I regret that 
colleagues whom I have been working with for two years now are leaving already. I would 
in particular name Ambassador Suda of Japan and wish him well for the future. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Ambassador, thank you also for your efforts. I 
know that you were also one of the most active participants in the informal consultations. I 
give the floor to Ambassador Akram of Pakistan. 


Mr. Akram (Pakistan): Mr. President, I have taken the floor only to express our 
deep appreciation and gratitude to you for having conducted the presidency of Cuba in such 
an efficient, transparent and constructive manner, and especially for the efficient manner in 
which the report of the Conference, which we adopted today, has been finalized. It is a 
tribute to your personal leadership and to your delegation. 
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I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our friends from the delegations of 
South Africa, Iran and Brazil, who also helped in finalizing the report, and to express our 
appreciation to them. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Thank you very much for your words and your 
congratulations. I give the floor to the Ambassador of Iraq. 


Mr. Alhakim (Iraq) (spoke in Arabic): | would like to thank you for presiding over 
the Conference on Disarmament and say how much I appreciate your sustained efforts to 
work with all members with a view to obtaining the best possible results. Moreover, I 
appreciate the persistent efforts of your team, in addition to those of South Africa, Iran and 
Brazil. 


I would also like to thank the secretariat of the Conference, through you, for its 
unrelenting work, and to congratulate you on the adoption of the report. 


We wish you well when you represent us at the General Assembly, and we thank 
you in advance for your efforts and those of your team. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Thank you very much, ambassador. Lastly, I give 
the floor to the Ambassador of Portugal, who will bring a gender perspective to this debate 
and who also represents an important group of observer States that have expressed their 
desire to join our Conference. I hope they do so soon, and I hope above all that by doing so 
they will spur us on to revitalize our work. 


Ms. Andresen Guimaraes (Portugal): Mr. President, thank you for your kind 
words. I would like, on behalf of the observer States, to express our appreciation and 
gratitude for the remarkable way you steered the work of this body. The Conference 
benefitted not only from your great diplomatic skills but also from your very practical and 
straightforward approach. If I may say, you were a beacon of common sense. Finally, we 
wish you all the best for next week’s consultations. You can count on our support. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): | thank you and all the observer States, which 
have truly made an important contribution to our work, virtually to the same extent as the 
member States. 


So then, we approve the report. We have already heard several statements. I would 
like to begin the second part of this meeting with some special words from friends who will 
be leaving us in the next few days. 


We will also welcome others who have recently arrived and who will continue to 
fight, on behalf of all humanity and the international community, for general and complete 
disarmament, and will help to revitalize the Conference by bringing new energy to our 
work. 


We will also have the opportunity to bid farewell to friends who have made a 
significant contribution to the work of the Conference, notably Ambassador Suda of Japan 
and Ambassador Montalvo of Ecuador, who, by the way, is on the waiting list to assume 
the presidency. I hope that Ecuador will have more opportunities than did this year’s 
presidents to move towards adopting a programme of work and, in particular, begin real 
negotiations on issues relating to our work. 


Speaking on behalf of myself and the Conference, I pay tribute to them and wish 
them the greatest success. I am confident that they will be able to accomplish new tasks in 
whatever role they take on, even if it is through a productive retirement, as will be the case 
for Ambassador Suda. We know that we can probably count on him to write important 
books on disarmament and help to teach new generations about the subject. 


CD/PV.1242 


CD/PV.1242 


As I have already said, this moment is also special because we have the chance to 
welcome new members of the Conference. This applies in particular. to Ambassador 
Alexandre Fasel, the new Permanent Representative of Switzerland. It is my understanding 
that he is the Alternate Permanent Representative, although he represents Switzerland at the 
Human Rights Council and the Conference on Disarmament. Even though here he is listed 
as the Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations, I believe that 
function is performed by Ambassador Dante Martinelli. In any case it is you who will 
continue the work of the Conference here with us. I am sure you will also continue the 
work of the Human Rights Council as actively and efficiently as did Ambassador Jiirg 
Lauber. 


Having welcomed Ambassador Fasel, we will open the list of speakers. The first 
speaker is Ambassador Suda of Japan. 


Mr. Suda (Japan): Thank you, Mr. President, for giving me the floor at this very 
important last meeting of the 2011 session of the Conference. 


During my tenure in Geneva, which covered three summers and, fortunately, only 
two winters, I was privileged to have a close working relationship with all delegates and 
colleagues, including those who left before me. I thank you for the friendship and 
generosity that you have shown to me and my delegation wherever we assumed our tasks, 
whether that was in Geneva, New York or elsewhere. 


I would also like to take this opportunity to express once again our heartfelt 
gratitude, on behalf of the Government and the people of Japan, for the words of sympathy 
and encouragement, as well as the relief teams and aid, that you, your Governments and 
your people sent to Japan after the unprecedented disasters of the earthquake and tsunami 
which attacked the northeast Tohoku district of Japan on 11 March of this year. The warm 
words from all over the world conveyed a single message: “The world is with you.” That 
message greatly helped console those people who suffered directly from the disasters, as 
well as the whole of Japan. Surely it will require a long time and many efforts for Japan to 
accomplish its recovery and reconstruction. However, thanks to the support and 
encouragement of the people of the world, I am pleased to report to you today that Japan 
has been moving steadily and strongly forward to overcome this historic challenge, 
including significant progress in stabilizing the troubled nuclear power plant in Fukushima. 


Mr. President, as I end my assignment here, let me briefly express my personal 
reflections about the work of the Conference. I joined my colleagues in the Conference on 
Disarmament in early June 2009, right after the adoption of the programme of work, 
contained in document CD/1864. This means that I did not contribute at all to the 
remarkable accomplishment of the Conference in May 2009, and that I fully share the 
collective responsibility of the Conference for its failure to implement its own programme 
of work for the remainder of that year and its inability to start any substantive work during 
the following two years. 


Several delegates attribute the reason for our stalemate to a lack of political will on 
the part of member States and not to our way of dealing with the Conference’s function. I 
don’t understand this argument. It sounds like we are saying that we are not wrong, that our 
rules of procedure and practices are not wrong, that the Conference itself is not wrong, and 
that we are just unlucky to be working during a period that is lacking in political will on 
disarmament. How disappointing this argument would appear to the outside world, where 
people and many political leaders are stressing, more than ever, the importance of making 
progress in disarmament, particularly in nuclear disarmament. Looking only at our efforts 
in the Conference, how can we deny the surge of collective political will of member States 
when they adopted document CD/1864 by consensus? How can we begin to doubt the 
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political will of so many States simply because one member State came to openly 
demonstrate its reluctance to participate in the substantive work? 


My delegation has several times pointed to the need to study and review our practice 
of applying the rules of procedures, particularly the consensus rule. In my view, for 
instance, delegates should refrain from resorting to the consensus rule in ordinary 
procedural matters. Also, when a delegate wishes to oppose a consensus decision on an 
issue of substance, that delegate should be required to present the reasons, and these 
reasons should be relevant to the issue. It would be nice if the Conference started discussing 
these matters, as was suggested by the Colombian delegation, at next year’s session. 


In 2009, the Conference ended up with a contradictory result with regard to 
consensus and the consensus rule. The significant decision made by consensus was blocked 
by the application of the consensus rule to ordinary procedural matters. The consensus rule 
betrayed the consensus. There is apparently something wrong with the way in which we 
applied the rule at that time. 


In 2010 and 2011, however, what we could not achieve was a consensus on 
substance, an agreement on the programme of work itself. It was a clear setback in 
comparison with 2009. We asked ourselves whether we could achieve consensus on a 
programme of work more or less close to that in document CD/1864. The answer was “no”, 
because at least one member maintained its opposition to such a programme of work. 


In the course of our struggle over a programme of work in 2010 and 2011, some 
delegates began to stress that, while they could still support a programme of work based on 
document CD/1864, they considered the issue of nuclear disarmament, including a nuclear 
weapons convention, the most important-among the four core issues. Certainly, each 
member State has a different view of which issues it considers to be more important than 
the others, and there is no problem with delegates’ expressing such views. Nevertheless, I 
am afraid that those statements, if carelessly repeated, might have the unintended effect of 
diverting our interests from the mandated actual work of the Conference to the mere 
exchange of political views. 


Mr. President, I understand the earnest hope of delegates that the Conference could 
work more on the grand plan of the abolishment of nuclear weapons. Japan, no less than 
any other country, is earnest in seeking the total elimination of nuclear weapons. That is 
why Japan submits, every year, a United Nations resolution on the total elimination of these 
weapons. That is why Japan, together with Australia, launched the International 
Commission on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, which in November 2009 
produced a significant report on comprehensive and concrete steps towards the abolition of 
nuclear weapons. 


I have listened carefully to several statements made by my honourable colleagues 
explaining their ideas about a nuclear weapons convention. According to my understanding, 
such a convention, as it is envisaged, consists of many elements and steps, including a 
complete test ban, a prohibition of fissile material for nuclear weapons, negative security 
assurances, the reduction and elimination of stocks of fissile materials, steps on nuclear 
doctrine and force posture, and so forth. 


Fine — I believe all the delegates are more or less ready to discuss total nuclear 
disarmament under agenda item | of a programme of work, since we already adopted 
document CD/1864 in 2009. However, is not realistic to expect all Conference members to 
agree now to the negotiation of such a comprehensive convention. 


Then, what we can and should do in the Conference is that, while we start 
discussions on the issue of nuclear disarmament, which includes many elements, we also 
start the negotiation of a specific treaty, which is an essential element of nuclear 
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disarmament and constitutes an issue mature enough for negotiations. The maturity of 
issues can be proved by the readiness of most member States to start negotiations, together 
with the absence of obstruction by any member State. Obviously, a fissile material cut-off 
treaty (FMCT) is the issue before us for immediate negotiation. Therefore, the immediate 
start of negotiations on an FMCT goes along with the position of those delegates who 
consider agenda item 1, “Cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament”, the 
most important, because an FMCT is an indispensable part of any envisaged grand plan for 
the total elimination of nuclear weapons. 


We are in this chamber to discuss and actually negotiate treaties on disarmament 
which are ready for negotiation. For that, we need to have a practical programme to actually 
work on important core issues, taking into account the maturity of issues for negotiations. 
This is exactly what document CD/1864 offered us: a well-balanced and practical treatment 
of the four core issues for productive work in the Conference. I believe that document 
CD/1864 definitely remains valid for the future work of the Conference. 


Some days ago, one of our colleagues said to me jokingly that we, the Conference 
delegates, might have forgotten how to negotiate a treaty since it had been a long time since 
the Conference conducted actual negotiations, and its composition had changed many 
times. I am afraid that that may not be a joke. Many of the delegates to the Conference on 
Disarmament also work for the General Assembly’s First Committee, as well as the NPT 
Review Conferences, and contribute to producing meaningful documents through active 
discussions. We can recall how hard we worked together to achieve agreement on the final 
document at the 2010 NPT Review Conference. For many years, our work in these forums 
proved to be more rewarding than our work in the Conference. But these forums, where we 
work better, are places for political statements and debates, through which we try to 
produce agreed documents of a political nature. They differ in nature from the Conference 
on Disarmament, whose role is to hammer out, through discussions and negotiations, 
legally binding documents, treaties. 


After such long-lasting stagnation, it may not be so surprising if we have become 
more accustomed to statements and discussions not on behalf of our collective work of 
disarmament, but on behalf of the interests of individual countries or groups. There are 
other forums appropriate for those statements and discussions. The Conference is not one of 
them. 


When I came to Geneva this time, I was surprised by many discoveries here, such as 
a bicycle rolling along the centre of a driving road. But a bigger surprise at the Palais des 
Nations was the existence of the so-called regional groups and the frequency of their 
meetings. I wondered if I had slipped back into the 1970s. To my further surprise, the roles, 
sizes and constituencies of the four groups differ amazingly. Some groups meet mainly for 
the exchange of information and consultation. Another goes further and seeks common 
positions and joint statements. Another is just a group of one. Constituents of the three 
main groups are a mixture of non-nuclear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon States or 
States with nuclear potential. 


It is free and sometimes very useful for members to have informal consultations and 
exchanges of views and information in the context of a group. But, needless to say, the 
Conference is a forum consisting of 65 member States and not of any groups of countries, 
and, no less importantly, it is a forum for the multilateral negotiation of treaties and not for 
political debate or confrontation. It is wrong, therefore, for the Conference to expect any 
significant role to be played by groups. There is a danger of the Conference becoming a 
political showcase if our discussions and cooperation are excessively handled under the 
name of regional groups or any other groups. 
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It is time for all the member States and delegates to work together to advance, not 
solely the interests of individual countries or groups, but our collective interests with regard 
to disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and to restore the reputation of this body 
as a conference for creating multilateral treaties on disarmament. 


Mr. President, allow me to conclude by expressing my deep gratitude to you for 
your leadership and your charming smile, which enabled us to conclude this year’s session 
by endorsing our collective report to the General Assembly. My sincere thanks also go to 
the preceding five presidents of this year for their earnest efforts. I would also like to 
express my profound gratitude to the Secretary-General of the Conference, His Excellency 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, for his strong support and guidance to the Conference and its 
delegations, and my personal, special thanks to Mr. Jarmo Sareva and all secretariat 
officials for their dedicated work and support. 


In the late sixteenth century, when all the lands of Japan were contested by warriors, 
three great warlords emerged and ruled Japan successively. First there was Nobunaga, a 
rigorous genius of war; second, Hideyoshi, a workaholic peasant upstart; and third, Ieyasu, 
a politician of good patience. There is a famous anecdote in Japan that sharply characterizes 
the personalities of the three. As the story goes, in the garden there was a little cuckoo with 
a beautiful voice, but one day the bird forgot how to sing. When the three lords were asked 
what they would do with this bird, Nobunaga said that he would kill her immediately. 
Hideyoshi said that he would do everything he could to make her sing again. Ieyasu said 
that he would just wait until she sang again someday. I hope that all our colleagues will 
follow Hideyoshi’s policy and make the Conference sing again soon. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Thank you, Ambassador, for your words, but I 
think the Conference, and I on its behalf, should thank you for your commitment, your 
constant presence and your participation in the work of this body. 


I would like to especially point out the contribution made by you and Australia’s 
Ambassador Woolcott in terms of transparency and your commitment to keeping this 
Conference informed at all times about your parallel efforts to analyse the possibilities for a 
fissile material cut-off treaty. This also demonstrates how serious you are in your 
commitment to the Conference. 


You mentioned my smile. I can smile here because I really must say that my 
personal experience with this Conference has been very positive. While some have strongly 
criticized the consensus rule, I think that consensus is perhaps this Conference’s greatest 
legacy, because we have seen here a civilized and respectful dialogue and a commitment on 
the part of all delegations, whether large or small, representing nuclear-weapon States or 
non-nuclear-weapon States, with or without the ability to produce fissile material. I believe 
that the consensus rule puts all stakeholders on an equal footing and leads to reflection and 
genuine debate. I think that at times it certainly can be viewed as an impediment by some, 
but I can assure you that I do not laugh as much in other bodies where there is no 
consensus, such as the Human Rights Council. 


We wish you every success, and we are confident that with all your talent and 
accumulated experience you will keep contributing to the efforts to achieve general and 
complete disarmament, to which you have devoted a significant part of your life, 
demonstrating your personal commitment and that of your country to the success of the 
Conference. 


I would like to welcome Ambassador Fasel of Switzerland. I have had the pleasure 
of receiving many references for him from Swiss Ambassadors Amadeo Pérez and Jiirg 
Lauber. Mr. Fasel headed the whole multilateral division and was the one issuing 
instructions to the Swiss delegation here at the Conference on Disarmament. Therefore, as I 
give him the floor I would like to show my appreciation for his country’s constructive 
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nature and contributions, and to thank him personally for the valuable instructions he sent 
his delegation regarding my presidency. 


I welcome him knowing that with his experience and long history of multilateral 
work he will make a significant contribution to the success of the Conference. 


Mr. Fasel (Switzerland) (spoke in French): Mr. President, allow me first of all to 
express my very sincere thanks for the warm welcome you have given me today. I would 
also like to congratulate the Conference on adopting the report that it will submit to the 
General Assembly. 


I am delighted to join this distinguished group of ambassadors and to begin working 
with such eminent representatives, with the Secretary-General of the Conference on 
Disarmament and with its secretariat. 


As a new member, I will be brief. You have a much deeper understanding than I do 
of this body’s current situation. Allow me, nevertheless, to share with you a few personal 
observations that reflect above all the view of an outsider, as until a few days ago I was 
indeed an outsider to the Conference on Disarmament and the disarmament community in 
Geneva. 


The report of the Conference on Disarmament to the United Nations General 
Assembly includes only generic references to the impasse we have been at for years now. 
Nevertheless, the outside world will have no trouble understanding that this body is facing 
an existential crisis, that the continuing impasse is regrettable because it hinders all 
prospects of negotiating new treaties on disarmament and non-proliferation, and that this 
situation is all the more unfortunate because it continues to damage the credibility of an 
important branch of the United Nations system. 


I believe that we all find this situation disappointing and even frustrating. 


I am also aware that at this stage there is no consensus on how to get the Conference 
back on track, or on how it can fulfil its noble and important mandate and, in so doing, 
contribute to the security of the world’s peoples. 


For the duration of my term with the Conference, during which I will have the 
pleasure of working alongside all of you, I would like to express my sincere hope that we 
will stand together and work to make a change for the better. 


I hope that in the years to come I will have the privilege of seeing the Conference 
become once again functional and action-oriented, working with you all on the basis of a 
shared understanding of current threats and future challenges, and working with colleagues 
who are determined to tackle all aspects of the challenges we face, taking into account both 
a global perspective and national considerations. 


It is our duty — and I believe this is also what our political leaders expect of us — 
to make the best possible use of the human, intellectual and financial resources we have 
available. Here in Geneva there is a remarkable concentration of disarmament experts, not 
only from States but also from international organizations, research institutes, universities 
and civil society. This community of specialists should be both preserved and nurtured. We 
should make good use of this unique potential that we all share by putting aside our 
differences and working tirelessly to establish a common vision. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Thank you for your words, and above all for your 
desire to build towards the future, which I think is where we should all focus our efforts by 
making a joint commitment to move forward and overcome the obstacles we are facing. I 
give the floor to the representative of China. 
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Mr. Shen Jian (China) (spoke in Chinese): Ambassador Wang already made a 
statement a moment ago. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): There has been a change in the list of speakers 
that I was not aware of. I now give the floor to Ambassador Rojas Samanez of Peru, who 
will speak on behalf of various Latin American delegations. 


Mr. Rojas Samanez (Peru) (spoke in Spanish): Mr. President, as you mentioned, I 
am speaking to the Conference on behalf of the following Latin American States members 
of the Conference on Disarmament: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Peru and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of); and on behalf of the following observer 
States: Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala and Uruguay. 


It is a great honour for us to make this statement at our final meeting, under the 
presidency of such a great Latin American country as the Republic of Cuba. We appreciate 
your efforts, Mr. Ambassador, who have participated so constructively, actively and 
purposefully in the work of this forum. 


The 2011 session has certainly been very special for the countries of the region, as it 
has included three Latin American presidencies. We extend our congratulations to the 
republics of Chile and Colombia, and to their heads of mission, and we are delighted with 
their efforts to revitalize the work of this forum. 


We, the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, have consistently reaffirmed 
our commitment to nuclear disarmament, to which we attach the highest priority. We broke 
new ground in this field many years ago by signing the Treaty of Tlatelolco and 
establishing the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (OPANAL), thereby creating the first nuclear-weapon-free zone in a densely 
populated region, which encouraged the creation of similar zones in other regions of the 
world and constituted a concrete step towards attaining a world free of nuclear weapons. 


The visit by the Secretary-General of OPANAL to the Conference on Disarmament 
this past June also demonstrates our region’s commitment to the Conference as the forum in 
which to continue negotiating nuclear disarmament instruments. 


Over the past few years, the member and observer States from our region have 
spoken at this forum on various occasions to share our views on the agenda items and work 
of the Conference, always in a constructive, flexible and consensus-seeking manner. 


In relation to the Conference’s agenda, we have spoken in a spirit of flexibility while 
still remaining ambitious. We support the early start of negotiations on a treaty covering 
fissile material for nuclear weapons or other explosive devices, and on the other three 
agenda items that our delegations consider to be priorities, namely nuclear disarmament, 
the prevention of an arms race in outer space and negative security assurances. In this 
endeavour, we reaffirm once again our willingness to support innovative formulas that 
would allow us to restart substantive work on those issues in a realistic, objective and 
balanced way. 


We regret that at the current session, despite the efforts of the six presidents, who, I 
repeat, included representatives of three Latin America countries, the Conference on 
Disarmament has neither adopted nor implemented a programme of work, owing to a lack 
of consensus on addressing the various agenda items. 


We also wish to express our frustration at the fact that for more than a decade the 
Conference has not been able to carry out substantive work on its agenda items. Without a 
doubt, this moves us further away from negotiating new disarmament and non-proliferation 
instruments and achieving our goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. 


CD/PV.1242 


11 


CD/PV.1242 


12 


We therefore reaffirm the urgent need for the Conference on Disarmament to adopt 
and implement a balanced and comprehensive programme of work that takes into account 
the priority agenda items and enables the early start of negotiations. 


We could continue exploring alternative ways to adopt the programme of work at 
the 2012 session, when, as you have just noted, Ecuador, another Latin American country, 
will preside over the first meetings of the Conference. 


Also, with regard to strengthening the Conference, we will continue to offer our 
support for considering mechanisms that would allow us to make real progress, such as the 
proposal by Colombia to establish a working group on revitalization of the Conterence on 
Disarmament. We hope this idea can be taken up again in 2012. 


We call on all members of the Conference on Disarmament to ensure that it fulfils 
its mandate and makes a substantial contribution to the multilateral disarmament and non- 
proliferation system. We also urge all members to seek creative solutions, on the basis of 
established procedures, that would enable us to negotiate new disarmament and non- 
proliferation instruments. 


We must not give up. We must continue to participate actively, guided -by the 
principle of multilateralism, with a constructive and flexible attitude and political will. It is 
up to all of us to see that the Conference on Disarmament resumes its rightful role. 


Before I conclude, allow me to welcome the ambassadors of South Africa, Sri Lanka 
and Switzerland as they join the work of our Conference, and to wish good luck and much 
success to Ambassador Suda of Japan and Ambassador Montalvo, a member of our Latin 
American group who will depart shortly, as you have just pointed out. Without a doubt, 
both of them have always made very active and prominent contributions. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Ambassador Rojas, many thanks to you and to all 
the members of the Latin American and Caribbean Group. I am proud to be a member of 
this group of countries that truly play a leading role in the work of the Conference through 
the creativity and flexibility of their efforts to revitalize this body. 


I also reaffirm the acknowledgements you have made and am thankful for the 
support of two ambassadors from the region who have held the presidency this year, 
Ambassador Oyarce of Chile and Ambassador Arango Olmos of Colombia. 


I give the floor to Ambassador Montalvo. Knowing that his would be the first 
presidency of the year, I had hoped that he would manage to oversee the adoption of a 
programme of work, but he is leaving us to go back to his capital. 


It is always difficult in diplomatic arenas to say goodbye to a friend who has made 
such important contributions to various bodies in Geneva, particularly here at the 
Conference on Disarmament, but at the same time we know that all his experience and his 
commitment to international efforts and the strengthening of multilateralism will also be a 
special contribution to his country’s role in all these efforts. 


So, while it is hard to say goodbye, I wish him the greatest success in his future life 
as I give the floor to someone who 1s a close friend and has truly played an important role 
here in Geneva. I give the floor to Ambassador Montalvo of Ecuador. 


Mr. Montalvo (Ecuador) (spoke in Spanish): Mr. President, I greatly appreciate 
your warm words and receive them, as you know, with the same sincerity and affection 
with which you have spoken them. I certainly did not prepare a farewell speech, and I am in 
even less of a position to give one now after hearing the meaty and eloquent speech made 
by Ambassador Suda of Japan. However, I must express my appreciation to all the 
colleagues with whom I have experienced all these long and sometimes tedious 
consultation and negotiation processes, which unfortunately resulted in very little progress. 
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I also express my appreciation to the staff of the secretariat, whom I have always found to 
be a professional team that is very dependable, open and willing to assist, direct and 
provide guidance to all the delegations during the work of the Conference. 


Mr. President, you mentioned that Ecuador will assume the presidency next year. 
Indeed, we will do so with all the honour that office deserves, and certainly with all the 
determination and dedication needed to move forward in this delicate task. 


You mentioned that I will not be present. Indeed, as you have repeatedly said, all of 
us may be needed, but nobody is indispensable, and in the case of the Ecuadorian foreign 
service we hope that, no matter who is representing the country, it will be someone who can 
do so in an efficient and professional way and — I repeat — with great dedication and 
commitment to the ideals and aspirations underpinning this Conference in particular and the 
United Nations system in general. 


I of course align myself with the statement made by the Ambassador of Peru on 
behalf of the Latin American countries. Speaking for my country, if you will allow me, I 
would like to add a few short observations. 


First, I of course wanted to congratulate you as President and the other members of 
the Cuban delegation for all the efforts you have made and the commitment you have 
shown with such charisma and innovation — which has sometimes unsettled both your 
colleagues and the staff of the secretariat — as you fulfilled this complex task and finally 
drew up the annual report of the Conference on Disarmament with the help of the 
facilitators. 


This report certainly does not satisfy everyone. Perhaps that is a good thing, and this 
is something we must get used to, because these are the realities, the rigours of this 
diplomatic exercise. Some of us would have liked to have something significant, something 
of substance to present to the world, but unfortunately we cannot disguise reality or make 
up something that does not exist. 


The report therefore has to be what it is. We nonetheless have a deep feeling of 
frustration and disappointment, but that is inevitable. However, we keep hoping that the 
new year — in which, as you pointed out, Ecuador will be among the countries holding the 
presidency — will bring more tangible achievements or progress and that the fundamental 
challenges facing the Conference on Disarmament will be addressed. 


These challenges — and I mention it now that I am leaving this forum — originate 
from the same old ideals and aspirations, but, obviously, with new faces and a new energy. 
Therefore, this forum must necessarily address them with frankness and determination, and 
without the usual evasiveness that has unfortunately taken root in recent years. This is the 
only way the Conference on Disarmament can find meaning in and justification for its 
continued existence, and for its members to fight against insinuations or aspirations to 
transfer its mandate and powers to other bodies or forums. 


As I said before, and irrespective of the undeniable feelings of frustration and 
disappointment, even though we the members of the Conference do not have any tangible 
results to show the world, we still pay tribute to the presidencies of the representatives of 


Canada, Chile, China, Colombia and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. We know: 


that behind each presidency there is a group of people working very loyally, but obviously 
within their limitations, to seek or propose alternatives that will enable us to break this 
deadlock, the length and persistence of which exceeds even the imagination displayed in 
Latin American magical realism, if I may say so. For this reason we would like to echo the 
wise words of Ambassador Suda, and we wait optimistically to hear once again the anthem 
of this Conference, which we hope is a song of peace, not death. 
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Finally, in my last statement in this honourable forum, I would like to refer to our 
liberator, Simon Bolivar, who wisely said that in the course of human events it is not 
always greater physical mass that is the deciding factor, but rather superior moral force that 
tilts the political balance. This axiom inspired by our battle for freedom was as valid then as 
it is now in this new type of battle that our countries are waging for world peace and 
security. Therefore, in spite of all the ups and downs, we are confident that, quite apart 
from the formal or procedural loopholes or who has the largest physical or nuclear mass, 
but rather as an ethical imperative, this Conference will soon restart its substantive work, 
and the balance will finally tilt towards humanity and away from nuclear weapons. It is 
always worthwhile, and even more so now that I am leaving, to repeat and reaffirm that this 
forum’s primary and essential goal is and must continue to be total and complete 
disarmament, which indicates moral rather than physical superiority — in other words, as an 
illustrious Ecuadorian internationalist, Luis Bossano, once said, a “disarmament that has 
more to do with conscience than with destroying stockpiles”. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): We are inspired by your highly poetic and 
political words and will miss them when you are gone. 


It is true that no one is irreplaceable, but in this regard I am inspired more by the 
words of Bertolt Brecht, who said that there are indeed indispensable people — the ones who 
continue to fight their whole life. This is why we count you and Ambassador Suda among 
the indispensable people, because we know that you will continue to fight as you have up to 
now. We will miss you when you are no longer with us, but we will always feel your 
presence and be inspired to achieve what you worked for this long while. I pledge to 
continue working and fighting to that end. I wish you both the greatest success. 


I now give the floor to the Ambassador of Mexico. While he is one of the 
newcomers, in the light of his experience and participation we consider him someone who 
has been fighting the battle for some time. 


Mr. Gomez Camacho (Mexico) (spoke in Spanish): Mr. President, thank you for 
the opportunity to formally address the Conference on Disarmament for the first time. First 
of all, I would like to express our appreciation to you and the other presidents of this 
session for the excellent job you have done leading our work, and, of course, appreciation 
for the secretariat’s efficient work. 


We fully align ourselves with the statement made by the Ambassador of Peru on 
behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group, and my delegation of course regretfully 
bids farewell to Ambassador Montalvo and Ambassador Suda. I personally regret that I 
have not had the opportunity to work directly with them. I offer our best wishes to both of 
them. I also warmly welcome the ambassadors of South Africa, Sri Lanka and Switzerland. 


In this short introduction, Mr. President, if I may, I would simply like to reaffirm 
that I am at the service of the Conference as my country’s Alternate Permanent 
Representative. Indeed, I am no stranger to disarmament work and will therefore approach 
my tasks here with the same enthusiasm as you. 


If I may, I would like to take this opportunity to make just a few observations about 
our work, and I would be grateful if they could be reflected in the official records. 


Mexico regrets that yet another session of the Conference on Disarmament has 
ended without any substantive work carried out. Mexico reaffirms its disappointment, not 
only that the programme of work approved in 2009 was not implemented, and that the 
efforts of the presidents in 2010 and 2011 were not fruitful, but above all that there has 
been no progress on the agenda items. 
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We reiterate in particular our deep dissatisfaction with the lack of progress in 
multilateral negotiations on nuclear disarmament, an issue to which we continue to give the 
highest priority. 


Mexico has lent its full support to the Conference on Disarmament because its 
purpose is to conclude agreements formalized as legally binding instruments pertaining to 
disarmament and arms control. Here I believe that the relevant part of Ambassador Suda’s 
statement was much more eloquent than anything I could say at this point. 


Right now, however, it seems unjustifiable to continue sacrificing this goal, this 
mandate, for the sake of preserving the status quo. We humbly ask the members of the 
Conference to bear in mind that achieving a world free of nuclear weapons depends largely 
on the decisions that we should be taking in this Conference. 


As long as we continue to allow the Conference to stagnate, important negotiations 
on disarmament and arms control will keep emerging and developing outside the 
Conference, and those involved will only consider the growing interest and concern of the 
international community with regard to concluding multilateral disarmament agreements, 
especially those with humanitarian aims. 


Mexico will continue to insist that the Conference should accept self-criticism and 
reform if we do not want to spend another decade or more deliberating about its mandate, 
programme of work and rules of procedure. 


Mr. President, once again I repeat that I am at your service and congratulate you on 
your excellent leadership of our work. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Ambassador, I hope that all your energy and 
experience will contribute to the success of our Conference. 


I give the floor to Ambassador So Se Pyong, who served as president of this 
Conference before me and did so particularly effectively, in that some debates held under 
his leadership constituted important moments of reflection on the work of our presidency. I 
am particularly grateful to him for having supported me and paved the way for the approval 
of the report and for my own presidency. 


Mr. So Se Pyong (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea): Mr. President, let me 
first of all express my warm appreciation for your kind remarks on my presidency. 


Mr. President, this morning the Conference on Disarmament adopted its annual 
report to conclude its 2011 session. Let me take this opportunity to convey my appreciation 
for the work you have done during your presidency, especially your efforts to lead the 
Conference’s work this year to a satisfactory conclusion. I am particularly indebted to you 
for your pragmatic and intensive consultations with all member States. Under your wise 
guidance, all member States could carry out open-minded, transparent and frank 
discussions on the draft report. Through this process we have been able to lay a good and 
firm foundation for the Conference’s work next year. 


My delegation is also obliged to put on the record its appreciation for the tireless 
efforts made by the representative of South Africa as the facilitator who made an active 
contribution by helping with the formulation of the draft. 


In my delegation’s view there is a general feeling among member States that no 
effort should be spared to reach agreement on a possible programme of work. We sincerely 
hope that the Conference will, under the leadership of the incoming president, continue its 
work in a positive atmosphere and start substantive discussions by reaching consensus on a 
programme of work as early as possible. My delegation remains ready to make its 
contributions to the success of the Conference’s work in the coming year. 
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Before closing, I will take this opportunity to join the previous speakers in 
expressing welcome and farewell to the new ambassadors and those ambassadors who are 
going back home soon. Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the secretariat, 
headed by Mr. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, the Secretary-General of the Conference, for 
making available their facilities and services during the 2011 session. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Once again, thank you for your great efforts in 
our work and in your role as one of the six presidents of this year’s session of the 
Conference on Disarmament. 


I give the floor to the representative of Nigeria. 


Mr. Endoni (Nigeria): Mr. President, from the point of view of the Group of 21, 
you are always assured of our support and participation. 


I am taking the floor, first of all, to speak on behalf of the Nigerian delegation. My 
delegation would like to congratulate you for the excellent and skilful manner in which you 
have exhibited your diplomatic skills to guide us to the adoption of the 2011 report. 
Through you, we would also like to express our thanks to the representative of South 
Africa, a fellow member of the Group of 21, for his skill in successfully harmonizing the 
various views expressed, thereby leading to the adoption of this report. 


However, the adoption of this report should not substitute for substantive work in 
the Conference. Although we are in September, this august body, with its distinguished 
diplomats, has not been able to seize the opportunity of the presence of such high-calibre 
persons to carry out its mandatory work of multilateral disarmament negotiations. As we 
look forward to the 2012 session, we urge delegations to exhibit the needed political will to 
move the Conference out of its present impasse. 


Still speaking on behalf of Nigeria, I take this opportunity to bid farewell to 
Ambassador Akio Suda of Japan, whose presence in the Conference has always been felt, 
and to Ambassador Mauricio Montalvo of Ecuador for his active participation. 


And now I would like, on behalf of the Group of 21, to express the Group’s sincere 
thanks and appreciation to you, a fellow member of the Group, for organizing the work of 
the Conference and leading us to the adoption of the 2011 report. The Group also wishes to 
express its appreciation to the other presidents of the 2011 session, three of whom happen 
to be Group members. The Group also joins others in bidding farewell to our departing 
colleagues, Ambassador Suda of Japan and Ambassador Montalvo of Ecuador, who is an 
active member of the Group of 21. Finally, we welcome the Swiss Ambassador, Alexandre 
Fasel, who is replacing an equally excellent diplomat. 


The President: [ will soon finish my mandate as President, but as I am a member of 
the G21, we would like to express our appreciation for the way that you have been 
performing your coordination. We hope you will continue to do that actively, and that the 
G21 will continue to be very active in the revitalization of the Conference next year, so that 
we can have real substantive work. We wish you the best in this regard. 


I give the floor to the representative of Australia. 


Mr. Wilson (Australia): Mr. President, my Ambassador, Peter Woolcott, is in Beirut 
this week and regrets that he couldn’t be here today, first to pay tribute to you and the 
manner in which you have shepherded the annual report to its conclusion, very ably assisted 
by our colleague from South Africa. He also regrets that he was not able to be here to 
welcome the new ambassadors of Switzerland and Mexico and to bid farewell to the 
Ambassador of Ecuador. 


Ambassador Woolcott asked me to take the floor today to acknowledge, in 
particular, Ambassador Suda of Japan, and to thank him for the work and friendship they 
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have shared. Ambassador Woolcott recalls his close work with Ambassador Suda at the 
2010 NPT Review Conference in the context of the non-proliferation and disarmament 
initiative and also on the Australia/Japan fissile material cut-off treaty experts’ side events 
this year, and he wishes Ambassador Suda all the best for the future. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): We also express our appreciation through you to 
Ambassador Woolcott for his active participation and for all the information he has 
presented on the activities carried out jointly by Australia and Japan at the side events that 
you mentioned. Is there anyone else who wishes to speak? As that does not appear to be the 
case, I would like to thank all those who have participated actively. 


I intend to distribute as soon as possible the draft resolution that will be submitted to 
the First Committee of the General Assembly. How do I plan to go about preparing this first 
draft? 


First, I propose to take the text adopted by the First Committee last year, making the 
necessary updates and the changes in the references to documents. I intend to propose an 
additional paragraph on what we believe the Conference should do next year with respect to 
expanding the membership of its bodies and, in particular, possibly appointing a rapporteur 
to facilitate this process. 


I have received a specific and fairly constructive proposal from the observer States, 
and I will revise it, make it my own and include it in the first draft of the resolution. As 
soon as it is available — no later than tomorrow, I hope — the secretariat will distribute 
this first version of the draft to all member and observer States of the Conference. So as not 
to mislead you, we will wait until we distribute the draft resolution to tell you in which 
room the first informal negotiations on the draft will be held. 


I see that the representative of Algeria is requesting the floor. Algeria is an active 
member of this Conference and has helped me greatly to fulfil my mandate. This very 
afternoon I am having lunch with the Ambassador of Algeria and will express to him my 
appreciation for the work his representative has performed here. I sincerely thank you for 
your dependability and commitment to the Conference, but before I give you the floor I 
would like to conclude. 


So we will meet again at the first informal consultations. Of course, if any 
delegation wishes to make a specific proposal in the form of an amendment or contribution 
even before the first informal meeting, you have every right to send your proposal to the 
secretariat beforehand. This would help us to provide the delegations with the proposed 
amendments or additions in writing when we meet on Tuesday. 


I give the floor to the representative of Algeria. 


Mr. Khelif (Algeria) (spoke in French): My delegation asked for the floor just to 
request clarification about the format of the consultations to be held on the draft resolution. 
Will they consist of open consultations or an informal meeting of the Conference on 
Disarmament? . 


The President (spoke in Spanish): | do not want to break with past practice in this 
regard. I give the floor to the representative of the secretariat to explain what has been the 
most effective practice in the negotiation of these draft resolutions. 


Mr. Sareva (Deputy Secretary-General of the Conference on Disarmament): Mr. 
President, the 2011 session of the Conference is coming to a close tomorrow and, if my 
memory serves me well, the consultations held in previous years on the issue of the First 
Committee draft resolution on the report of the work of the Conference on Disarmament, 
convened and chaired by the outgoing presidency, have been open-ended consultations 
among members of the Conference. So, technically, they are open-ended consultations of 
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the members and not meetings, formal or informal, of the Conference, because the session 
has already come to a close. The rules of procedure, of course, provide for the possibility of 
convening a special session of the Conference, but this certainly would not be a question of 
convening a special session. 


The President: No, but in this particular case, I have a concern. If there are open- 
ended informal consultations between members of the Conference, then this resolution will 
be considered by the full membership of the General Assembly, and I am concerned that 
what we are doing here is like a plot and then in New York there will be a democratic 
process, and all those agreements will be reopened. I am not here to break rules and 
practices, but I am asking myself what is the advantage of having these consultations only 
with the members of the Conference when the resolution is to be adopted by the First 
Committee of the General Assembly, where all Member States can fully participate and all 
of them have a vote. I am ready to be advised by the membership of the Conference on this 
issue. 


I give the floor to the representative of Egypt. 


Mr. El-Atawy (Egypt): Mr. President, since I am taking the floor, let me start by 
congratulating you on conducting the business of the Conference during the last part and 
conducting the negotiations on the report, on which I think an excellent job was done by 
you and by the team that assisted you, most notably by the representative of South Africa. 


My understanding with regard to the General Assembly resolution is that the 
meeting conducted is called for by the president in his national capacity and is not restricted 
to the Conference membership. Basically it’s an informal consultation called for by a 
Member State of the United Nations in its national capacity, which can invite whomever it 
deems fit to attend the meeting. If the president would like to invite all delegations 
accredited in Geneva, by all means he is in the right position to do so. 


Let me conclude by bidding farewell to the ambassadors who are leaving, 
Ambassador Suda of Japan and our dear neighbour, the Ambassador of Ecuador, whom we 
were looking forward to seeing chairing the Conference during the next year. Let me also 
welcome the Ambassador of Switzerland, and I think earlier we welcomed the ambassadors 
of Tunisia and South Africa, and we’re also eager to welcome the Ambassador of India to 
the Conference. 


I would be remiss not to conclude by expressing the hope that by our next meeting, 
in January 2012, we will have a facilitator and a host country for the Middle East 
conference on a nuclear-weapon-free zone, or, if not, be well advanced in the preparation of 
the conference itself. 


The President: Cuba in its national capacity is going to invite anyone interested to 
participate. I think that the meeting will be open-ended. I don’t know if the room will be big 
enough, and I don’t know how many delegations usually attend the meeting. But, anyway, 
if we cannot find enough space in one room, we can move. Anyway, in the very big Palais 
des Nations we can find a corner for meeting that will accommodate everyone. 


I would also like to consult with you, because I don’t like the fact that at the 
beginning of the meeting there may be a lot of general comments and a lot of objections. 
This proposal by Cuba to meet will be coming through the secretariat, because we will not 
have the presidency anymore. But the delegation of Cuba in its national capacity will use 
the facilities of the secretariat to keep informed all those delegations that are interested in 
being there and being involved in the process from the very beginning. I think that it will be 
very useful to have the full involvement from the very beginning of all those delegations 
that will be key actors at the time of the consideration of the proposal. 


I give the floor to the representative of Algeria. 
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Mr. Khelif (Algeria) (spoke in French): | would like to say something, but I would 
like to ask the secretariat to correct me if I am wrong. It is customary for the last president 
of the Conference on Disarmament to submit to the General Assembly the draft resolution 
on the report of the Conference. 


It is customary for the person performing that role — in this case it is you, Mr. 
President — to organize an open consultation with all delegations, including States that are 
not members of the Conference on Disarmament, on the draft resolution before its 
consideration by the First Committee in New York. 


The President (spoke in French): In any case, it is clear to me that I can invite all 
States — there is no doubt about that. Everyone may be present; both member and observer 
States may participate, and we will take that into account. I can do this in my capacity as 
President. It is my responsibility to deal with this issue, and that is what I will do, because it 
is very important for Cuba to fulfil all its responsibilities and duties, and to do everything 
possible to move forward on this issue. 


If we reach consensus here, it will be better for our colleagues in New York, and 
even for those of you who will be able to travel to New York and participate actively in the 
consideration of the draft resolution. However, some countries do not follow that practice, 
or perhaps do not have the necessary resources to pay for their representatives’ travel, so if 
we can work from here it will be better for everyone. 


I do not intend to go against established practice, and in any case I do not have the 
power to do so. We will therefore respect the current practice. I see no better solution. It is 
clear that the Cuban delegation will be the one to prepare the draft resolution and present it 
in informal consultations that all delegations may attend, and that their positions will be 
taken into account. 


(spoke in English) 
I give the floor to the representative of Turkey. 


Mr. Oskiper (Turkey): Mr. President, I will be very brief. This delegation has taken 
note of your position on how you are going to draft the resolution and the manner in which 
you wish to follow through in the process before the General Assembly. Since your position 
was made clear in the plenary setting, I wish to put on the record in this plenary setting that 
Turkey, I am sure along with many other Conference members, attaches great importance 
to the rule of consensus. I wish to put on the record that there is no consensus on the matter 
of expansion or the appointment of a special rapporteur. I will leave it at that. I will be 
waiting for the draft you will prepare, and then we reserve the right to make our input when 
we negotiate it on Tuesday. 


The President: Thank you. I think that we will take into account the positions of 
your country, and definitely we will not try to impose any position. Our intention is, first of 
all, to try and see what will be the minimum common denominator that we can have to 
promote consensus. I hope that this can be done, to have everyone’s agreement. That is our 
wish — not to try to break any atmosphere, particularly with regard to the way that has been 
precisely the way of reaching consensus in the adoption of the report. 


I give the floor to the Ambassador of the United Kingdom. 


Ms. Adamson (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): Mr. 
President, on the issue of consultations, my delegation is looking forward to working 
constructively with you, whenever and wherever you choose to convene us with any group 
of people. We will do our very best to help you in that endeavour. 


I wanted to respond to our colleague from Egypt who always asks questions, 
expecting us to respond about the Middle East zone. My answer to his question about 
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hoping to have a facilitator named is “inshallah”, but it is not just if God wills it. The 
depositaries are working hard, and we are having more consultations in the region about a 
facilitator and a host. Even if the depositaries do their work and the Secretary-General plays 
a role, it is also important for the parties of the region to play a constructive role and help us 
to be able to carry out our tasks. So I would call for support from the region that does not 
put any obstacles in our way. We depend not just on the will of God but on the hard work 
of all of us, including countries like Egypt. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): I give the floor once again to the representative 
of Egypt. 


Mr. El-Atawy (Egypt): I thank the Ambassador of the United Kingdom for her 
clarification. Just to clarify that that was not a question but an expression of hope that, by 
that time, we would already have a facilitator and a host country for convening the 
conference and the preparations for the conference would already be under way. And as for 
the participation and the assistance of all countries of the region, I can only speak for 
Egypt. I think the willingness of Egypt to exert all its effort to make this conference a 
reality is a given and not even under question. 


The President (spoke in Spanish): Thank you. We share all your efforts and hopes. 
My delegation also hopes that you all will help me with the informal consultations and that 
we will all share the same spirit of consensus that led to the approval of the report. I do not 
intend to give a closing speech at the end of the Cuban presidency, because really my 
country’s views were clearly expressed in the initial statement made by the Cuban Deputy 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Abelardo Moreno. To conclude this meeting, I simply 
wish to express my appreciation for all the cooperation we have received. 


First, it is through you that I know about the divergent points of view and about 
everyone’s common objective of seeking ways to revitalize the work of the Conference and 
to make this body live up to its founding objectives. 


At this closing meeting, I would like to thank the members of the secretariat in 
particular — and not just its leaders — who are the ones who have been working most 
closely with us this whole time. I would also like to thank many others whom we do not see 
but who have made special efforts, including the interpreters, who have been translating my 
words as best they can this whole time, and have, I imagine, improved them on many 
occasions, and those responsible for taking notes during our statements and drafting the 
records. 


I hope that at some point this Conference will allow the participation, or at least the 
active contribution, of civil society, NGOs and the many stakeholders in the international 
community who have been following our work. I believe that if there is one thing that will 
truly enable us to redirect and revitalize the work of the Conference, it is greater pressure 
from public opinion, national and worldwide, and from the international community, which 
can help us to narrow the differences between us and create — I do not think that “political 
will” is the most appropriate term, but a political commitment from all sides to show their 
fair share of flexibility and dedication to overcome the impediments hampering our work. 


I am not going to refer to the causes of the impasse, because then people are going to 
request the floor and respond, because some of you will not agree with me. I will leave that 
issue open, as I know that there are differing positions. But what is certain — and this I am 
sure of — is that during my term as President it has become very clear to me that, 
irrespective of the points on which we differ, I have not seen in any member or observer 
State a desire to prevent the work of this Conference. 
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On the contrary, while we do not completely agree on how and why we came to be 
in this situation, I do believe that everyone shares a common hope and motivation to move 
forward. 


I thank all of you. If | have forgotten to give someone the recognition they deserve, I 
apologize, because this has truly been a collective effort. 


I declare adjourned the 1242nd plenary meeting of the Conference on Disarmament, 
and I bid you farewell, because from now on I will see you only in informal consultations. 


The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m. 
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